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Smiling good-naturedly, His Majesty answered: "Your
desire shall be fulfilled at the first convenient opportunity.
Wilhelm has, indeed, behaved very tactfully in this in-
stance. For the first time I have found him sincerely anx-
ious to avoid a break with us." Emperor Alexander III
evidently did not take this request very seriously, as decora-
tive conceit was altogether foreign to his character. In
Wilhelm II, on the contrary, this trait is very prominent
and he esteems nothing more highly than uniforms, orders,
medals and titles. As a result of Alexander Ill's death
shortly after his promise, the German Emperor was con-
strained to wait several years for the coveted uniform.
When Nicholas II ascended the throne, I told him about
this conversation and the deceased Emperor's promise.
Nicholas listened with a smile but deigned no reply. A
few years later he presented the admiral's uniform to Wil-
helm II. Whether the matter had slipped his mind during
all that time, whether the Kaiser's request was renewed or
whether Nicholas II had some special reason of his own
for making the gift at last, I do not know. All this, by the
way, happened before the Russo-Japanese War, while the
Russian naval uniform still enjoyed great prestige*
The negotiation of this commercial treaty was my debut
on the stage of world politics. Everybody in Europe was
surprised at the performance. A short while afterwards
Harden, the German writer and publicist, came to St.
Petersburg to make my acquaintance. He was on intimate
terms with Bismarck, paid him frequent visits and some-
times set forth his views in newspaper and magazine
articles. In his conversation with me Harden stated that
he had come to see me at the suggestion of Bismarck, who
had said to him: "It will be well worth your while to go
and get acquainted with that man. He is the first one I
have ever heard of during the last decade who knows what
he wants and has the character and will power to get it.